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Unit Theme School Life: Study Abroad in China 

 

Level College Intermediate  ( ) 

Age Range 18-30 years old students 
Time Frame 90 minutes/Class, 6 days 
General Pedagogical 
Goals 

This unit is intended to prepare college students to study abroad 
in China in a culturally and socially appropriate manner. To be 
specific, it will familiarize students with the routine campus life 
and other activities in China so that they can understand and 
compare the cultural differences of schools, describe their daily 
activities, view China with a more roundabout perspective and be 
immersed in the local Chinese culture right away. 

5C  
National Standards 

The following standards are used in this unit’s class activities to 
achieve the goals: 
Communication:  

• Interpersonal (1.1) Students are engaged in school life 
related conversations and exchange information and 
opinions about school and education. 

• -Interpretive (1.2) Ample written and spoken language 
materials on school life topics are provided for 
understanding and interpretation purposes. 

• -Presentational (1.3) Students are required to present 
spoken and written products on school life related topics 
to audiences. 

Comparison: Students are asked to think and compare school life 
differences between China and America: Letter and mail writing 
formats, semester arrangement, course schedules, teaching 
styles, living and shopping habits, manner of conduct in society, 
after-school activities, even high school curriculum. 
 
Culture: Through media of web, newspaper and other selected 
materials, students are exposed to traditional and modern 
Chinese culture environment: Modesty attitude, courtesy usage in 
life and writing, strict teaching style, open-air stalls for night 
snacks, side-street stalls for bargaining and shopping, delicious 
cooking and food. 
 
Connection: Students are encouraged to link their debating and 
world history class knowledge to engage in conversational, 



2 
 

especially comparison activities. 
 
Community: Students are encouraged to find native Chinese pen 
pals through the internet or real persons for practicing their 
writing and discourse skills. Students also have chances to visit 
local Chinese heritage schools to participate in their festival 

celebrations such as , , and  

Outline of Unit Lessons Day 1:    

            

 

Day 2:   

            /  

 

Day 3:  

            

 

Day 4:  

            

 

Day 5:   

            

 

Day 6:  

 
 
 
 

Unit Activities or 
Benchmarks/ 
Assessments Tailored to 
Students’ Different 
Learning styles  
(To address  
Multiple Intelligence 
Types) 

Category of 
Intelligence: 

What activity or assessment 

 Verbal/Linguistic  
 

• Play a video or DVD with school life 
related Chinese culture, then have 
students orally answer questions (1.1, 
1.2, 2.1); 

• Have written presentations of a letter 
or diary about “My School Day” with 
attached photos (1.2); 

• Do reading comprehension exercises 
about school life or after-school 
activities, then retell the story to each 
other (1.1, 1.2); 

 Logical/ 
 Mathematical  

• Have students solve a Sudoku puzzle 
with nine Chinese characters about 
school or education, and then make 
as many sentences as they can (1.2, 
1.3); 

 Visual/Spatial 
 

• Use authentic pictures or photos to 
introduce Chinese school life and 
their activities (1.1, 1.3); 
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• Use chart to review pinyin, definition 
and characters (1.2); 

• Use flash cards to streamline 
vocabulary learning process (such as

, , , , (1.2); 

 Bodily/ 
 Kinesthetic 
 

• Role-play or pair work: Have students 
write down learned vocabulary on 
sticky notes, then paste them on their 
chests and move around the 
classroom. Formulate questions and 
responses based on sticky note 
vocabulary to practice sentence 

patterns. Example: “ ?” 

“ ” 

(1.1) 

 Musical/ 
 Rhythmic 

• Listen to Chinese songs sung by 
American students such as 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yW
mDLzsYFCI and have students recall 
the characters they have learned 
(1.2); 

 
 

 Interpersonal/ 
 Social 

• Use self-created conversations to 
stimulate students’ critical thinking 
ability, make dialogs about school life 
on their own and then talk to each 
other (1.1, 1.3); 

• Group work: Students invite or find 
someone to do after-class or weekend 
activities such as dancing, playing 
sports or games, watching movies or 
TV, and listening to music. They can 
either accept or decline an invitation 
to a weekend activity (1.1);  

 Intrapersonal/ 
 Introspective 

• Individual work: Reading 
comprehension and writing work 
done by students themselves (1.2);  

 Naturalist • Have students categorize characters 
by parts of speech, sort out sentence 
patterns using smart board. 

 

 

Day 1 (Sample Day): Lesson One 

A Diary: A Typical School Day /

/  

 
Objectives 
 
Upon completion of 
class, students will be 

1. Describe the routine of a student’s life on campus by 
using proper Time-When expressions (Presentational); 

2. Write a simple diary entry (Presentational);  
3. Write a brief letter by using the proper format 
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able to → (Presentational); 
4. Compare Chinese and American school life by using the 

proper comparison expressions (Interpersonal); 
5. Listen, read and understand the main idea in selected 

materials about American students in China (Interpretive); 
Teaching Focus  
(to address each 
objective) 

Grammar: 
1. Practice writing and discourse skills, especially describing 
certain routines using proper Time-When expressions in 

appropriate locations of sentences, such as: …, …

…,   … …, …, …  …  Analyze relationships 

between the clauses in complex sentences: coordinate, 
successive, progressive, and alternative.  
 
2. Familiarize students with the writing format for Chinese letters 

and diaries, such as the line position with . 

3. Practice reading and listening comprehension skills: Skimming 
and ignoring unimportant words, guessing and analyzing, 
keyword and specific information searching, main idea catching, 
reading for gist. 
 
4. Use the language functionally in the context: compare and 

debate. Use comparison expressions such as: … … ,  … … 

Vocabulary: 

1. Majors:              

     

2. Routine words:               

        

3. Adverbs:        

4. Measure Words:     

Pronunciation  Tone change for “ ” as in “ ” “ ” “ ”  

Learning Difficulties 
 

• Influenced by their habitual English sentence order, 
students are likely to make mistakes of putting the “Time-
When” expressions at the end of sentences. 

• It’s hard for students to imagine the authentic Chinese 
campus school life, so it is necessary to introduce some 
background knowledge before starting the lesson. 

Materials Needed • Authentic pictures or photos of students’ school life such 
as classrooms, dorms, libraries and streets; authentic 
diaries, letters, and postcards with the right writing format 

• A sample timetable for college students 
• Colored paper card stocks with Chinese characters on 

them 
• PPT 
• A Computerized Jeopardy game with prepared questions 

and answers 
• A short video clip about a typical student’s life in China 
• DVD (Cheng & Tsui Chinese Language Series): lessons and 

cultural minutes 
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• Textbook and other selected materials such as articles 
from newspapers and websites. 

Warm-up Activities  
(5-10 minutes) 

--(Interpersonal) Use prepared computerized Jeopardy game to 
review and assess previously learned Chinese. Divide students 
into two groups to compete with each other (Formative 
assessment). 

--” ”: As a routine activity at the beginning of each lesson, 

Briefly explain enrichment Chinese proverbs, colloquialisms or 
idiomatic expressions associated with what students are going to 
learn. Students are encouraged to use them in their conversations 

or writings, but won’t be tested for assessments. “ , 

” 

Main Activities  Include input, modeling, guided practice, specific task-based 
activities, and formative checks for understanding. (85minutes)  

 
Activity 1 (Interpretive): Relate and Get Ready: To provide a brief yet necessary 
background to ease students’ cultural difficulties (5 minutes) 
 
(a) Play a short video clip from YouTube about American students studying abroad in China.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QbJgtiwsx58  

( 90 ) 

 
(b) Play DVD’s cultural minutes about Chinese school life. 
 
Then ask students the following questions in English. Adjust teaching strategies based on 
answers from them.  
--What do you think of the lives of American students studying in China? 
--Are you aware of the semester, course scheduling differences in schools of China? 
--Are the teaching styles of American teachers the same as the Chinese ones? Who is stricter? 
--What is your typical school life schedule? 
 
Activity 2 (Input): Introduce or go over school life related terminology and sentences to 
students. Students make flash cards for vocabulary (5 minutes) 
 
--Vocabulary teaching through PPT, display of authentic photos and pictures. Correct their 
pronunciation and tones as well. 

           

              

           

 
--Pass a Chinese diary, a letter and a postcard around the classroom, have students pay 
attention to the format of letters. Ask them to find out about the format differences with 
those of English ones.     
 
   In the meantime, emphasize the measure words that go along with these objects, Review 

…:.. 

     / .   

 
Activity 3 (Interpersonal): Conversational teaching “Time Related Expressions” in 
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discourse situation; students learn while they act and play (10 minutes) 
 
Pre-Task: Through language environment, pictures and questions/answers (with PPT), 
explain students the following sentence patterns:  
 

“Time-When + Action”                   “… … ….”                  “ ….,   ….” 

 
Emphasize the location of time expression which never occurs after the verb, since the 

temporal range of action (smaller unit) is within the temporal range of time or within the 
scope of the time (larger unit). But the subject is paralleled with the time range, so their 
order does not matter. To initiate these language points, cyclically ask the class a series of 
questions in discourse and help them answer in a correct way. 

 

Step 1: 
“Time-When + Action” 

“ ”     

 Help someone get the answer: “ ”   

Step 2: 
 

First,  

“… ….” 

Continue to ask: “ ?” 

“ ” Explain to students: usage of , an 

alternative form of  “time-when” expression. 
 

Change the way of asking: “ ”  

      Help students get the answer: “ ”  

 
Then: 

“… … ….”                 

      Ask a tardy student who came late for the class: “

”   

Help him answer:” ” 

 

Ask the whole class: “ ”   

Have students practice: “ ” 

 
 

Step 3: 
First, 

  “ ….” 

     By drinking a cup of water, instructor ask students:  

                                            “ ”  

       Help students answer:   “ ”   

 

Then  

 “ … ….” 

 

     Instructor thus teaches students how to describe additional 

actions:  

    Then help student imitate instructor to describe their own 
situation: 

    “ ” 

In-Task:  
Have the whole class guess the time the instructor gets up that day, and then play relay race 

game ( ). Instructor starts asking the first student:  

 

“ ”  
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“ ” may be the answer. Then the first student will continue to ask the 

second student sitting by her/him, and so on.  
 

Distribute a questionnaire with “course taken ” and “time ” as the two-column entry 

titles. Have students fill out the form according to their own course schedule such as     

   

 
Have each of them go around of the classroom, ask at least three students  questions using 
the patterns: 

“  … … ?”  

“  … … ?” 

“ ” 

“… …  … … ” 

 
Record their answers in another column of the questionnaire. Based on their interview work, 
each student needs to report to the class their conclusion from the questionnaire such as:  

“ ”  

“ ”. 

 
Post-Task: 
Instructor will conclude the activity by summarizing the previous sentence patterns and 
asking students a series of questions such as:  

“ ” 

  Facilitate students to answer: 

“ .”  

--Instructor is doing a formative assessment of the previous activity. Record the difficult 
parts students are having trouble with and prepare to reiterate them whenever possible. 

 
 
Activity 4. (Interpersonal) Learn and Practice Additional Time-related Expression (10 
minutes) 
 

Pre-Task:   
Practice describing more series of actions by using real language environment, visual 
scenarios of PPT or pictures. 

Simultaneous actions: : V……   V…… 

Actions in succession Verb,  /  Subject + Verb + Verb 

 
--Have students describe a real situation through “Total Physical Response”:  

(Teacher drinks a cup of water.) 

(Teacher asks students to take notes and ask what they are doing.) 

 
--Then have students describe some picture scenarios such as: 
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--Last have students replace the second  with     or  .   

--Divide students into two groups to alternate rehearsing their parts. Instructor can take 

advantage of the rhythm and music of  to motivate students to recite.  

     (Do the following dialogue twice, then reverse the role after first round.) 
A                                                    B 

                                  ( )  

                                      ( )  

                                      ( )  

 
 In-Activity (Formative Assessment): 

--Interview Work 1:   “ ” 

Instructor helps students get started by asking one student:  “

”   

 Facilitate students to answer: “ .” 

 
 Use this as a model for students to continue. Then ask some of them to report their 
findings.  

“ ” 

 
--Interview Work 2:  
Nowadays, people can multi-task. Doing two things at the same time is no big deal. Let 
students exchange their multi-tasking experiences together. Then have students interview 3-
4 classmates to find out what they would like to do when watching TV and eating a meal. 
After 5 minutes, they will report to the class. The interview questions would be  

        “ , ”  

         “ , ”    

Students all practice the questions for the interview activity. Ask them to vote for their 

favorite multi-task such as: “ , ” 

 
Post Activity: 
Instructor provides instant feedback about students’ work. 
 
Activity 5 (Interpersonal): Instructor uses the “Think, pair, share” activity to reinforce the 
comparison sentence pattern (10 minutes) 
 

Pre-Activity:  Learn and practice the comparison structure 
--Randomly choose three students to stand in the front to do a comparison game. Ask 
students to compare themselves with each other for their height or age. If the instructor 

says: “Compare me with him”, those who hold those character cards (           ) should 

come to the front.  

A   B   adj. / (result of comparison) 
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Then based on the above pattern, ask students what is the adj. or result of the comparison? 

Based on students’ answer, instructor will stand in the last position holding the paper 

card. Thus “ ” is formed with the character cards held by students and instructor. 

 

--Instructor has students think the order of actions: what happened first, what next. Since

is the result of  which happened first, person who holds character  should never stand 

before any of those three students. 
 
--Have two students with the same height come to the front, ask students how to formulate 

the sentence first, and then instruct them to replace  with add before Thus, 

 

Summarize the pattern: A B adj. 

In-Activity: 
--Divide the class into 3 or 4 groups. Distribute them the set of colored paper cards with 
different characters they just went over in class. Have them unscramble the cards into 
several complete sentences. Now the comparison sentences are expanded using what they 
learned before. Example:  
 

.  

. 

 

 

 
Each group member will report one sentence they formulate to the whole class after they 
finish it. If they make any mistakes, point out right away and explain to class (Formative 
assessment).  
 
Post-Activity: 
--Randomly assign character cards to students, provide students several situations and have 
them coming to the front holding their character cards in order to describe the situations. 
Correct students by regrouping. Have the other students practice read out loud the 
characters in a sentence. (Formative Assessment) 
 
--Group discussion: In your point of view of Chinese and American teachers, who is stricter? 

 
Activity 6 (Interpretative): Comprehension of textbook materials (10 minutes) 
 
--Play course DVD and explain the Chapter’s text: have students read after the instructor. 
--Listen to the recording of the text, and then have students answer the following questions 
in Chinese for comprehension check. (formative assessment) 

--  

--  

--  

--  

--  

--  
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--  

 
 
 
Activity 7 (Interpretative): Jigsaw Reading to Roundtable Discussion for selected materials 
(15 minutes) 
 

Pre-Activity: 
--Go over reading strategies with students such as skimming, key words, trimming, inferring, 
and reading for gist.  
 
--Explain the reason and background why this article is written by having students watch a 
YouTube video in English:  http://www.chinese.cn/news/listen/article/2011-

08/12/content_336147.htm     

Or:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rX_7NuOWYMk  A Conversation with Chinese and 
American Students 

--List some of vocabulary on blackboard. Go over them quickly. 

HSK                            

  …… 

In-Activity (Information Gap Activity): 

--Divide a newspaper article titled “ ” into 4 parts A, B, C, and D. Three to 

four students form a “home group.” Each student in the “home group” is given a part. 
Students (from each of the home groups) working on the same part get together and form 
the “expert group.” In the “expert group”, students help each other understand the main 
point of the part of the article. Students then return to their home groups to share their 
findings and to complete the jigsaw. 
 
Post-Activity: 
--Then students are divided into groups of 4 again. Each group is given the list of questions 
and a poster. For each question, the students in each group take their turns to provide a 
comment or suggestion. When one is talking, the next student records it on the poster. At 
the end of the activity, each group will present their views and comments for each question 
in English. 

  Questions:  
        -- Why do more and more American students want to study in China? 
        -- What’s their typical day like? 
        -- Are they enjoying the life in China? 
        -- What is the biggest difference of school life between America and China? 
        -- Do you usually express modesty or brag about your foreign language abilities? Why? 
        -- Critique one of the passages (see below) of the article about the Chinese and 
American educational systems. How do you think about author’s point of view? Does it go to 
extremes? Agree or disagree? Why? 
 

” ”

  “ ”  
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Activity 8 (Interpretative): Assessment of students’ reading comprehension: Have 
students read a letter or email message and answer 10 multiple choice questions (10 
minutes) 

 

Sample passage: 

  

 

Rubrics for Interpretive: Reading Comprehension 
Excellent Good Average Below Average 
4 points 3 points 2 points 1 point 

No errors Miss 2 questions Miss 4 questions Miss more than 5 questions 
 

 
Activity 9: Assign homework (5 minutes) 

 
--Assessment (see below chart or rubrics): Model textbook and selected materials; begin 
to write your friend a letter in Chinese. Tell him/her about your experience of learning 
Chinese. Please include information on your study habits, after-class work, your strengths 
and weaknesses, and your likes and dislikes. Please also comment on how your instructor 
teaches or how your classmates study. Don’t forget to ask your friends about his/her 
studies, and wish him/her the best. You are welcome to attach photos (Presentational). 
 
*This writing assignment will be used as one of the summative assessment. It can be 
ongoing and will be due after the third lesson is over, but they should begin to write using 
what they have learned today. 
* Students can email their writing draft to the instructor for editing and suggestions. 
Instructor will provide instant feedback. 
 
 

Rubrics for Writing Homework /Assessment 
 Excellent Good Average Weak Very Weak 

Accuracy of 
Task 
(Structure and 
Meaning) 

Perfect 
sentence 
structure and 
meaning  

No more than 
two incorrect 
sentences 

No more than 
5 incorrect 
sentences 

No more than 
8 incorrect 
sentences 

Most of the 
sentences are 
incorrect 

Correct 
Characters 

Neat and right 
character 
writing 

No more than 
3 errors 

No more than 
8 errors 

No more than 
12  

Most 
characters are 
wrong 

Organization Smooth 
transition 
between 
sentences and 
paragraphs 
with 
connectors of 
time, contrast 
and 
comparisons 

No more than 
5 errors 

No more than 
8 errors 

No more than 
12 errors 

Very poorly 
connected 
with sentences  

Task Main idea No more than No more than No more than Almost all  
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Completion 
(Length, topic, 
etc.) 

corresponds 
to the 
requirements 
of topic 

3 poor 
language 
controls 

8 
inappropriate 
language 
controls 

12 poor 
language 
controls 

inappropriate 
language uses 

 

 
 

Closure of Day 1 Lesson Have each student say one sentence they learned in class 
and one classroom expression to the instructor in order to 

leave the classroom. For example: 

(The classroom expressions are posted on the 

walls). 
Assessment & 
Recordkeeping 

• Formative assessments occur all the time during 
warm-up and in-class activities. Make a note of those 
students who have trouble in doing activities. 
Regroup students next time. 

• Homework and the reading comprehension work are 
used for summative assessment. Rubrics are 
provided. 

Post-Lesson Follow-up • What went well? What needs more work for the next 
class period? 

• Were the activities efficient and helpful for 
students’ learning? What should I do differently 
next time? 

 
 
 

Day 2: Lesson Two  
A Letter: Talking about Studying Chinese  

/  /  

 
Objectives 
 
Upon completion of this 
lesson, students will be 
able to → 
 

1. Write a brief letter by using the proper writing 
format (Presentational); 

2. Compare Chinese and American school life by using 
cause and effect connectives. (Iinterpersonal); 

3. Express modesty in terms of someone’s foreign 
language ability by using humble verb complement 
(Presentational);  

4. Describe one’s language or other abilities by using 
model verbs (Presentational);  

5. Invite friends to go on an outing and hope they are 

available by using the model verb  and the adverb 

 (Interpersonal); 

Teaching Focus 
(to address each objective) 

Grammar: 
1. Continue to review and practice previous lesson’s 
grammatical points such as letter writing format and 
descriptive time expressions; 
 

2. Distinguish the meaning of  with  when students 

describe their abilities, e.g.,  
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3. Practice the third usage of adverb : Contingent 

relationship between two close actions or relationships. 
Compare it with first two usages they have learned before, 

e.g., ,  

    
4. Practice writing and discourse skills by using “Cause and 

Effect” connectors or contrastive words   … …/ 

…  

   e.g.,  

      

 

5. Explain the cultural background of using “Verb+ +

” structure for letter writing or discourse.  

    e.g.,   

Vocabulary: 

                 

                 HSK    

Learning Difficulties • Linguistically, students tend to be confused with  

and , the use of compound sentences in discourse 

and verb complements. 
• Cognitively, students in America like to be 

aggressive, so it’s hard for them to get used to 
traditional Chinese modesty. 

Selected Materials (Other 
Than Textbooks) 

-- “ ”:  

http://www.360doc.com/content/11/0328/11/4878778_1

05283794.shtml       --     

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Da-
0QME0ZSk&feature=related  

-- —  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rX_7NuOWYMk 

-- : A Conversation with Chinese and American Students 

 

 

Day 3: Lesson Three  
Are you accustomed to Chinese campus life?  

/   

 
Objective 
 
Upon completion of this 
lesson, students will be 
able to → 
 

1. Describe someone’s campus activities by using 

proper time expressions such as ……

…….(Interpersonal, Presentational) 

2. Ask the due dates for returning books by using 
Topic-comment sentences structure (Interpersonal); 

3. Describe and debate someone’s satisfaction about 
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school using rhetorical questions and expressions 

such as “ ” “ ” (Interpersonal, 

Presentational); 
4. Express someone’s sudden reflection of something 

by using Topic-comment sentence structure 
(Interpersonal, Presentational); 

5. Express how to give up doing something by using  

expression (Interpersonal); 
 
 

6. Read and understand the main idea of selected 
materials about students’ basic necessities of life in 
China (Interpretive); 

Teaching Focus 
( to address each objective) 

Grammar: 

1. Topic-Comment Sentence: 

 

2. Complement of Result:   

3. Complement of Possibility: V  C /  V C 

4. Practice writing and discourse skills: using rhetorical 

questions with “ ”  

5. Hone reading comprehension skills: detailed 
reading, guessing, inferring ideas, looking for 
specific information and key words, and determining 
the writer’s attitude. 

6. More time expressions: ..., … 

 
Vocabulary: 

1. Class Names:          

2. Others:                 

              

     

3.  Characters:              

Learning Difficulties • Linguistically: Topic-comment structures. Different 
forms of verb-complements. Rhetorical questions 

with  

• Cognitively: Reading strategies. 
• Culturally: Students are not familiar with some of 

the rules of class registration and library book loans 
and returns. 

Selected Materials (Other 
than Textbooks) 

• “ ”:  

http://v.youku.com/v_show/id_XMjgxMTc2MTA4.html 

• --  

http://v.youku.com/v_show/id_XNDE1MzQ1Nzky.html 

• —  
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Day 4: Lesson Four  
How to go through enrollment procedures?  

/  

 
Objectives 
 
Students will be able to → 

1. Inquire about how to enroll for school by using the 

model verb  (Interpersonal); 

2. Express if time is allowed by using verb complement 

 (Interpersonal, Presentational); 

3. Urge others by using “A Not A” structure  

(Interpersonal); 
4. Read and understand the main idea of selected 

materials about students’ summer activities in China 
(Interpretive); 

Teaching Focus 
( to address each objective) 

1. Grammar 

--Model Verb:  

--”A Not A” Structure 

--Complement of Verb   

2. Vocabulary and  Character 

                     

                          

 

 
3. Practice reading comprehension strategies, such as 
guessing, predicting, looking for specific information and 
key words, and reading for main ideas. 

Learning Difficulties • Linguistically: the appropriate ways to make 
requests. Verb complements. 

• Culturally: Students are not familiar with the course 
registration process in China. Customs regulations 
is another difficult point to explain.Therefore, 
resources will be provided for students’ background 
knowledge. 

Selected Materials (Other 
than Textbooks) 

• “ ”:  

• Study Abroad program sponsored by University of 
Houston  

           http://www.uh.edu/studyabroad/  

•   

http://www.pcerc.org/Others/Study/Study.htm 

• —

http://www.fdedu.com/NewsView.aspx?newsid=337
0       

• 

http://www.mandarinhouse.cn/chinese/chinasumme
rcamp.htm?gclid=CO6Y75iaxbECFSdgTAodhTAA1w 

• Introduce several Pre-degree and non-degree 
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Chinese educational programs 
http://www.fdedu.com/NewsView.aspx?newsid=337
8 

 

Day 5: Lesson Five 
Extra-Curricular Activities and After-School Activities  

  /  

 
Objectives 
 
Upon completion of this 
lesson, students will be 
able to → 

1. Understand China’s culture, food, hospitality and 
people through exposure to various kinds of cultural 
activities (Interpretive); 

2. Describe what someone wants to do, how to plan 
and choose appropriate cultural and free activities 

by using  (Interpersonal, 

Presentational); 
3. Have knowledge about the similarities and 

differences of after school activities between China 
and America (Interpersonal); 

4. Read and understand the main idea of selected 
materials about students’ cultural activities in China 
(Interpretive). 

 
Teaching Focus 
(to address each objective) 

1. Practicing reading comprehension skills: skimming, 
scanning, guessing and analyzing, inferring ideas, 
looking for specific information and key words, and 
determining the writer’s attitude. 

2. Practice topic-comment sentence by enumeration 

and all inclusive word   e.g., 

 

3. Practice future actions such as  

4.  Continue practicing comparison expressions  

Expressing difference : A B + (adverb) + adj/verb 

+ (numeral + measure word + noun)” 

 

Expressing Similarity: B +  B +

 

5. Vocabulary 

                

         

CCTV       

   

Learning Difficulties • Linguistically: The word order of  in a sentence for 

multiple enumerations. The topic-comment 
structures. Comparison constructions. Compound 
sentences. 

• Cognitively: reading strategies 



17 
 

Selected Materials (Other 
than Textbooks) 

• “ ”:   ,  

•  http://www.study-in-

china.org/China/LXGY/   

•  Clip of an American kid singing a 

Chinese song 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWmDLzsYFCI 

 

Day 6: End of Unit Summative Assessment 
 

Topic  Picture Yourself Abroad  
Assessment Content 
(Performance-based task) 

Find a partner to make a conversation which should include 
the following elements: 
1. Describe your typical day of school life in America.  
2. If you have a chance to study abroad in China in the 
future, how would you like to picture yourself abroad:  
     a). What major would you like to choose?  
     b). How would you like your typical school day to be 
arranged? 
     c). What after-class work and activities would you like to 
participate in? 
     d). Make a comparison of school life between America 
and China. 
     e). Are you going to survive studying in China?  
 
This assessment was assigned during the third lesson, so 
that students have ample time to prepare. 

Rubrics See chart below 

Culminating Assessment 
for recordkeeping 

Besides formative assessments, instructor is going to 
combine homework with this end of unit summative 
assessment for recordkeeping. To be specific: 
• Homework: 20% 
• In-class work: 20% 
• Project: Picture Yourself Abroad: 60% 
• Total: 100% 

 
Rubrics for “Picture Yourself Abroad” task/project 

 
 Excellent Good Average Weak Very Weak 

Accuracy of Task All questions 
are answered; 
responses are 
well organized 
and coherent 

Miss 1 
question 

Miss 3 
questions 

Miss more 
than 3 

questions 

Miss most of 
the questions 

Comprehensibil-
ity 

Conversation is 
understandable 
-makes perfect 

sense 

3 sentences 
don’t make 

sense 

5 sentences 
don’t make 

sense 

More than 7 
sentences 
don’t make 

sense 

Most 
sentences 
don’t make 

sense 

Level of 
Discourse 

Appropriate to 
college level 

Appropriate to 
college level 

Appropriate 
to college 

level 

Inappropriate 
level of 

discourse  

Inappropriate 
level of 

discourse 

Fluency of 
Delivery 

Natural pace 
with minimal 

pauses, 

No more than 
3 pauses, 

repetitions or 

More than 8 
pauses, 

repetitions or 

More than 12 
pauses, 

repetitions or 

Too many 
pauses, 

repetitions or 
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repetitions and  
hesitations 

hesitations hesitations hesitations hesitations, 
Stuttering all 

the time 
Pronunciation 
and Intonation 

Right 
pronunciation 

with clear 
volume and 
almost right 

tones 

No more than 
5 errors 

More than 8 
errors 

More than 12 
errors 

Very poor 
utterance of 
sound and 

tones 

Language Use Rich and 
appropriate 
vocabulary, 
sentence 

structure and 
idioms 

No more than 
3 

inappropriate 
language 
controls 

More than 8 
inappropriate 

language 
controls 

More than 12 
inappropriate 

language 
controls 

Almost all  
inappropriate 

language 
uses 

 

 


